North Shuswap – What Visitors Noticed About Our Community
Earlier this year, a group of volunteers from outside the North Shuswap visited our community as part of a "First Impressions" exchange program. Their job? To take a fresh look at who we are — what stands out, what’s working, and where we could do better. Their feedback is honest, thoughtful, and has ideas we can use to grow stronger together. This is a plain-language summary so everyone can see what they had to say.
What They Said Overall
The visitors loved our beautiful nature, friendly people, and how strong we are after the wildfire. They also noticed that it’s harder to live here year-round — with problems like finding a place to live, getting health care, and having fewer jobs in winter. They gave us a list of ideas to make our community even better.
What They Liked Most
• Beautiful lakes, forests, and parks
• How people came together after the wildfire
• Friendly locals and helpful business owners
• Lots of outdoor fun — like hiking, boating, and skiing
• Our local K-8 school — clean and important to the community
• A strong Chamber of Commerce supporting local businesses
• Great local spots like Celista Winery and Raven Coffee Shop
Things That Need Work
• Some areas still look burned and damaged from the wildfire
• Most things close down in the winter — not much to do or see
• Hard to find a good place to live, especially for long-term renters
• Few health services — no dentist, ambulance, or senior care nearby
• No clear plan for how the towns should grow or look in the future
• Empty buildings and not many open stores in the main areas
• Signs are missing or messy — hard to know where to go
• No high school nearby — teens have to travel far
Ideas to Make Things Better
• Clean up and fix the areas hit by the wildfire
• Make better signs to help people find places and towns
• Plan events and businesses that run all year — not just in summer
• Help more people find places to live that they can afford
• Bring more health care options closer to home
• Work together to build a better plan for how we grow as a community
Can We Do These Things?
Yes — but we’ll need teamwork. Some things, like cleaning up and adding signs, are easier and cheaper. Big things, like better health care or more homes, will take help from the government and time to get done. But with good planning and people working together, we can get there.
What We Can Do as a Community
• Plan community clean-up days to make the area look great (Already done)
• Work with local groups to design better signs
• Shop locally and support events in the slower seasons
• Ask landlords to rent long-term instead of just short-term
• Talk to health leaders about what care we need
• Join public meetings to help shape how our area grows
• Support new leaders who want to help our community improve
Final Thoughts
The North Shuswap is a special place. People notice how strong, kind, and beautiful our community is. We’ve been through tough times — and we’re still standing. If we work together, welcome new ideas, and support each other, we can keep growing into the kind of community we’re all proud to call home.
